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Planning and Transport Committee Meeting
Monday 20th January 2014
At 8.15pm in the Village Hall
Minutes
Present: Cllr L Britt, Cllr C Beglan, Cllr M Turley, Cllr T Cook

Members of the public: one
Clerk: Rebecca Luckin

1. To consider accepting apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Heeley (holiday)

2. To record declarations of interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree dispensations
Declarations of interest were invited by the Chairman, there were none.

3. To approve the Minutes of the last Planning and Transport Committee meeting
The minutes of the meeting of 16th December 2013 were agreed as being a correct record of the meeting and duly signed by acting Chairman, Cllr Britt.

4. Matters arising
Clerk’s Action list of 6th and 20th January circulated prior to the meeting.
DC/13/2353 – John Ireland Way – application for variation of Conditions 12 (Highways).  Following the last meeting, Matthew Bartle confirmed that the Highway scheme was approved and that the programme of works had been delayed.  WSCC has objected to the proposal.

5. To consider planning applications:
DC/14/0014 – New Lodge, Bracken Lane – Fell 1 X Scotts Pine – plans circulated prior to the meeting.  Councillors discussed the application and agreed that they would defer to the opinion of Will Jones, Tree Officer for HDC.  The Clerk will respond.  
WSCC/104/13/SR - Washington Sand Pit, Hampers Lane - The continuation of mineral extraction for a two year period and the importation of inert material over a five year period only, to enable the restoration of mineral working at Washington Sandpit for the long term benefit of the Sandgate Country Park.    Councillors were of the opinion that the proposal would generate a minimum of 39 traffic movements daily.  HCRA had investigated a restoration plan of 1993 that included a lake.  If inert waste was placed in the sandpit, the proposal for a lake would not be viable.  Councillors wished to maintian the option that the sandpit could become a country park in future.  Although the site is not within the parish of Washington, Councillors were concerned regarding the impingement upon the restoration plan submitted in 1993.  Councillors agreed to object to the application, given that vehicle movements appear to be excessive and would be pleased to know how WSCC see the proposed traffic movements within the application dovetailing with the current traffic movements generated by ongoing development at the RMC.  Councillors wished to thank Steve Jolley for investigating the application.  The Clerk will respond.


SDNP/13/05868/HOUS - Frieslands London Road Washington - Proposed double garage to side elevation.  Councillors discussed the proposal and agreed to no objection, but would wish to defer to the opinion of the Planning Officer, given that the application is within the SDNP.  The Clerk will respond.

SDNP/13/06055/HOUS – 2 Chanctonbury Close, Washington - Front porch extension and rear single storey extension.  Councillors discussed the application and agreed that the proposed extension was in proportion and sat well within the site.  Councillors agreed no objection, subject to the usual planning conditions.  The Clerk will respond.  
DC/14/0041 - 4 Chancton Copse Rock Road - Surgery to 1 x Oak tree.  Councillors discussed the application and agreed that plans were confusing, since four oak trees are shown.  Councillors were concerned for the integrity of the tree in question, since a tree surgeon was not specified on the application.  Councillors agreed to defer to the opinion of Will Jones, Tree Officer for HDC.  The Clerk will respond. 

6. Enforcement issues update 
EN/13/0498 – Advertising at John Ireland Way – Flags that have been erected require advertisement consent as they are within an area of special advertisement control.  The file has now been referred for enforcement action to be taken
Refusal of V-sign - the applicant has 8 weeks to appeal the decision giving an end date of the 3rd February 2014 before HDC can pursue any formal enforcement action.

RMC site / mud on road – Madeleine Hartley had been liaising with residents, Barratts, WSCC and HDC Councillors to ensure that mud is minimised.  Barratt’s confirm that a short tarmac road will be laid on site, wheel washing will be moved closer to the A283, the vehicle compound will be moved away from the entrance, particular attention will be paid to ensuring that white lines and cat’s eyes are not obscured by mud. Councillors confirmed that the situation was not improved regarding mud on the road.  The Clerk will contact Madeleine Hartley.
Portacabins placed by the site are reducing visibility for drivers.  Cars parked in Hampers Lane are causing difficulty for drivers using Hampers Lane.  
Cllr Cook expressed concern that a fence and saplings had been placed across the site of the proposed access road, indicating that the current access would continue to be used.  The Clerk will contact Cllr Sanson.

Replacement post box – The Clerk reported that Madeleine Hartley was investigating the removal of a historical post box by the Frankland Arms and replacement with a contemporary post box.  The Clerk will follow up.

EN/13/0544 - Fence and Gate on Rock Lane – ongoing concerns have been expressed by residents.  Tim Boxall, Madeleine Hartley and PC Burt are working to resolve the matter with the help of WSCC Legal Dept.
The Clerk had taken advice from Sandra Herbert (Principal Solicitor for HDC) and Liz Creswick (Planning Solicitor for HDC) regarding canvasing the opinions of other residents in the road.  Councillors agreed that if WSCC wished to send a letter to residents and that any responses would be directed to WSCC, it would be in order for the Clerk to deliver copies of the letter to households in the lane.

6. To receive planning department decisions
D/13/2353 – John Ireland Way – application to vary condition 12 – WSCC has objected to the proposal, as have all other consultees and members of the public.  Hazel Corke has recommended refusal.
DC/13/2255 - Pine Cottage Rock Road - Single storey side extensions – PERMITTED.

7. Appeals
APP/Z3825/D/13/2210402 – Regarding DC/13/1537 - Ferndene, Bracken Close - Detached annexe.  The appeal will be determined on the basis of Householder Written Representations.  There will be no opportunity for Washington PC to submit further response, although previous responses will be taken into consideration.  The appeal process should be completed by 15th March 2014.  Washington Parish Councillors had agreed no objection to the proposal.
8. Transport issues 
Speed limit reduction - will be progressed by the Chanctonbury Local Committee.  Traffic Regulations Orders will be discussed at next CLC meeting.  Cllr Circus is in support of the proposal.

A283 Crossing point – the Clerk has requested a meeting with Cali Sparkes, a WSCC Highways Engineer, Cllr Circus and Washington Councillors prior to the next CLC meeting in March 2014 – as recommended by Cllr Barling. Cali reported that currently there was no Highways Engineer in post.  She will ask her manager to attend a meeting and reminded Councillors that any improvements would need to be designed, costed and programmed before being delivered.  A traffic island may provide a central refuge for pedestrians.  Cllr Turley was of the opinion that the pavement could be extended of the crossing site moved.  The Clerk will ask Cali to arrange the meeting with her manager. 

A24 Bus Crossing Gap feasibility study – Clerk has asked Cali Sparks what further information would be required, prior to the item being added to the CLC list for approval (cc. Cllr Circus). 

Newhouse Lane / Rock Road junction – Tim Boxall is looking into removal of tree.  The Clerk has provided a history of agreements from WSCC. 

Flooding at School Hill – has improved since Tim Boxall cleared the drains and pipes.  Councillors will continue to monitor the situation.  The condition of School Lane is poor due to running water.  Councillors very concerned regarding the short sighted and inadequate filling of pot holes on WSCC highways.  

Sign post and the end of School Lane to the village hall.  It had been suggested that a sign post at the end of School Lane would be beneficial.  The Clerk will contact the VHMC and ask if they would like to make a proposal and remind them that it could not be funded by the Parish Council. 

A283 Highways works will take place – 20th January – 9th March to improve drainage between Water Lane and Hampers Lane.  WSCC have requested to close the road at night for two weekends – 22 and 23rd Feb and 1st and 2nd March – see below.  Clerk will ask Heather Wells if it is at night time only or entire weekend and report back.


9. Neighbourhood Plan
The Clerk reported that the first tranche (£3,000) of a grant from HDC towards the cost of the Neighbourhood Plan had been received.  The designated area has been agreed by HDC and SDNPA.  The first meetings of the Focus Groups have taken place. The Clerk’s had met to draft the timeline.  The next Steering Committee meeting will be held 21.01.14 – a list of Stakeholders will be identified and drafts of letters to local and national Stakeholders will be agreed.  HDC has appointed a Neighbourhood Planning Officer – Laura Burke.  

10. Any other Planning and Transport issues
Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign report regarding consultation on proposal to change flight paths - circulated – 13.01.14.  Cllr Thomas will be asked to study the document and report back to full council.

Housing Need Survey – The draft report following the Housing Need Survey was circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.  Councillors will receive the final report at the meeting of Full Council on 3rd February 2014.

HCRA – Mike Gould reported that Robin Tannous had stood down from the HCRA committee and is no longer the planning representative.  Madeleine Shaw will take over in the short term.  Councillors asked the Clerk to draft a letter of thanks for his commitment and informed comment.

The Clerk had been contacted by John Longhorn on behalf of the new owner of the WSCC Depot in Old London Road, in order that he could make contact with Councillors and explain his proposals. The Clerk will invite him to the Planning and Transport meeting of 17th February.  
The meeting closed at 9.03pm.

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: .. . . . . . . . . . . .

Chairman
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